
Siskiyou County 

Planning Commission Supplemental Staff Report 

February 15, 2023 

Old Business: Agenda Item Number 1 

Kidder Creek Orchard Camp Zone Change (Z-14-01) and  

Use Permit (UP-11-15) 

Applicant: Kidder Creek Orchard Camp, Inc. 

Property Owners: Kidder Creek Orchard Camp, Inc. 

 2700 South Kidder Creek Road 

 Etna, CA 96027 

Representatives: Tim Lloyd 

 2700 South Kidder Creek Road 

 Etna, CA 96027 

Project Summary The applicant is requesting approval of the following: 

• A Zone Change to rezone approximately 170 acres from Timber 

Production (TPZ) to Rural Residential. 

• A Use Permit to increase the allowable occupancy at the camp 

from 165 guests to a total occupancy of 844, increase the physical 

size of the camp from 333 to 580 acres, and allow for additional 

structures and recreational features, including a pond, and 

ancillary facilities. It is anticipated that the expansion would occur 

over a twenty-year period.  

Location: The Project site is located on 580-acres at the west end of South Kidder 

Creek Road, approximately 2 miles west of State Highway 3, south of the 

community of Greenview in the Scott Valley; T42N, R10W, portions of 

Sections 1 and 2; T43N, R10W, portions of Sections 35 and 36, Mount 

Diablo Baseline and Meridian (Latitude 41°31'45.00"N, Longitude 

122°57'08.00"W); (Assessor Parcel Numbers (APNs) 025-370-040 and 

380; 024-440-140, 150, 310, 320 and 330; 024-450-390, 400 and 590). 

General Plan: Soils: Erosion Hazard; Wildfire Hazard; Soils: Severe Septic Tank 

Limitations; Slope; Flood Hazard; Surface Hydrology; Wildfire Hazard; 

Woodland Productivity; and Composite Overall Policies. 

Scott Valley Area Plan: Prime Agricultural Land (portion), Excessive Slope (portion), and Non-

Resource Area 

Current Zoning: Timber Production (TPZ), Prime Agricultural (AG-1), and Rural Residential 

(R-R) 

Proposed Zoning: Rural Residential (R-R) 
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Exhibits: A. Draft Resolution PC 2023-004 

 B. Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) 

 C. Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 

(https://www.co.siskiyou.ca.us/community-development/page/kidder-creek-

orchard-camp) 

  

https://www.co.siskiyou.ca.us/community-development/page/kidder-creek-orchard-camp
https://www.co.siskiyou.ca.us/community-development/page/kidder-creek-orchard-camp
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Background 

December 13, 2022, Board of Supervisors meeting 

At the December 13, 2022, Board of Supervisors meeting, staff summarized the project in a verbal 

presentation and then the Chair opened up the public hearing where members of the public were able 

to submit public comment. The chair closed the public hearing and brought the item back to the Board 

for discussion and potential action. The Board unanimously voted to take the project back down to the 

Planning Commission level for additional clarification and deliberation. Subsequently, after staff met 

with a member of the Board, staff undertook to address certain issues further, and a summary of the 

concerns include: 

• Fire hazards: 4290 regulations, catastrophic fire modeling, and emergency road access. 

• Pond: further clarification related to the Evaporation Water Loss study by Chris Cummings. 

• Zoning: additional clarification on allowed uses subject to Use Permit approval within the Rural 

Residential zoning district.  

• Biological Resources: concern was raised regarding the potential issue of the Northern Spotted 

Owl and Bald Eagle. 

• Incorporated of the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MRRP). 

January 17, 2023, Planning Commission meeting 

At the January 17, 2023, Planning Commission meeting, staff presented various topics that were of 

concern per the Board of Supervisors. Related to fire hazards, it was communicated that KCOC will 

utilize any and all routes dependent upon the emergency and the direction of travel staff and guests are 

able to go, including an alternative route to the north, which would likely be accessed via foot. Office of 

Emergency Services (OES) Director Bryan Schenone prepared mapping for the Planning Commission 

meeting which delineate the time it will take to evacuate should a fire near Cheeseville occur. This 

analysis used information contained in the Fire Emergency Plan. It was also communicated that KCOC 

is 4290 compliant and will continue to meet the requirements of 4290. Related to the pond, the 

Commission asked clarifying questions of Chris Cummings, author of the evapotranspiration study. 

There was a lengthy discussion reconfirming the water rights of KCOC and how KCOC is allowed to 

use their right. There was also a discussion reconfirming that the recreational use of KCOC is allowed 

by a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) within the Rural Residential zoning, which is more consistent and 

compatible than keeping with the current zoning of Timber Production Zone (TPZ). Additionally, staff 

confirmed that both the Spotted Owl and Bald Eagle were identified and discussed in the biological 

resources technical report. Lastly, staff incorporated the MMRP into the staff report package for review 

and approval, although not legally required. 

February 15, 2023, Planning Commission meeting 

It was of the request of the Commission to further discuss the concerns from the January meeting. The 

Commission requested to further discuss concerns related to fire and water usage. The purpose of this 

meeting is to further discuss concerns into the record and/or further clarify information already 

presented to the Commission. 
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The Proposed Resolution: 

Staff has prepared a resolution to approve the Mitigation Monitoring or Reporting Program.  Staff at this 

time has not proposed any modified or new mitigation measures.  If the Planning Commission wishes to 

recommend modified or new mitigation measures it may require staff to return to the Planning 

Commission with a proposed resolution of re-drafted mitigation measures and supported findings. 

Planning Staff Recommendations 

• Adopt Resolution PC-2023-004 taking the following actions: 

o Recommend that the Board of Supervisors approve the Mitigation Monitoring and 

Reporting Program (MMRP). 

Suggested Motion 

I move that we adopt a Resolution of the Planning Commission of the County of Siskiyou Approving 

Further Mitigation Measures and a Mitigation Monitoring and Report Program for the Kidder Creek 

Orchard Camp Zone Change (Z-14-01) and Use Permit (UP 11-15). 
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Preparation 

Prepared by the Siskiyou County Planning Division. 

For project specific information or to obtain copies for your review, please contact: 

Hailey Lang, Deputy Director of Planning 

Siskiyou County Planning Division 

806 S. Main Street 

Yreka, California 96097 
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